The diagnosis of depression in children.
Operational criteria for depression in children were derived from diagnostic criteria designed for adults. These criteria were applied to a series of outpatients and inpatients on a Child Psychiatry Service. Thirteen per cent of girls and 5% of boys admitted to the clinic met the criteria for depression. (For this calculation autistic, brain-damaged and seriously retarded were excluded from the clinic population.) The frequencies of criterion symptoms and some related symptoms are reported. Generally the data suggest that the significant depression does occur as an independent syndrome in children, it is relatively common in a clinic population and it does not differ obviously from depression in adults.